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Introduction 
In the early 1980s, two young families in adjoining states embarked on a lifestyle with 
a few preschoolers each (and in the Reishes’ case, with Donna’s younger sister as well) 
known as “homeschooling.”  

The families didn’t know each other—it would be many years later with two housefuls 
of toddlers through teens that the families would meet and realize that they had much 
in common: they had both been pioneers in the homeschool movement; they had 
several children (Morriseys eight; Reishes seven) each ranging from two to twenty; 
and they both desired to serve and help homeschoolers. 

Ten years later, with over sixty combined years of homeschooling behind them, these 
two moms continue to serve homeschoolers through blogging, speaking at 
conventions, doing workshops and seminars, writing books, and general 
encouragement. And they are both still “doing the stuff”—with one student each left 
in what used to be noisy, busy, sometimes crazy, homeschools. 

Many things have changed from their early homeschooling years. In Indiana today, it is 
rare for homeschooling families to have home visits from authorities. We have 
hundreds of thousands of options for curricula (unlike our early years in which a family 
could order from two companies and/or get Abeka from a school, if you were lucky). 
Media has exploded. And we have more activities to choose from than ever before. 

But many things are the same. Most Christian homeschoolers still want many of the 
same things that Kathie and Donna’s families desired thirty years ago: children who 
are raised with Christ-focused morals and character; an organized, at-least-somewhat-
structured day in which much learning takes place; a close-knit family; kids who love 
their families and learning; efficient methods of home management, kitchen/meal 
planning, and daily family life; students who graduate prepared to take the next steps 
that they feel led to take;  and homes that reflect Christ in the relationships within 
them.  

So join us for our “Sixty Tips.” And if you like what you read, check out our blogs, 
websites, other books and materials, workshops, and seminars. We love serving 
homeschoolers! 
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TIP 1 

Find a friend to encourage you and give you support. 
By Kathie 

 

Beyond ANY doubt, one of the biggest keys to staying the course for thirty years of homeschooling 

was having a close friend who also homeschooled! God blessed me with an awesome friend who had 

kids who were about the same ages as mine. When we met, we just clicked because we shared 

common goals and values, went to the same church, and had philosophies of raising and teaching 

our kids that were pretty much the same.   

We shared time together listening to and encouraging each other.  She would share her struggles, 

and I could usually identify.  Together we would talk about what the Lord was teaching and showing 

us through our challenges and struggles.  Solutions that worked for each of us were exchanged 

throughout the years.  When one of us was down, the other one encouraged.  

We shared times of tears – over struggling children, difficulties with new babies, the challenging child 

in our family, or the struggles we were having in our homeschool.   

She encouraged me when I wasn’t thinking right and was discouraged.  I STILL remember calling her 

more than once and commenting that it seemed like the more time I spent teaching my kids Bible 

verses and training them daily in character, the WORSE their behavior became.  She always reminded 

me sweetly, “Kathie, you know where those thoughts are coming from!”  Then she’d speak truth to 

me and help me to think rightly.   

There is no better blessing than a friend to encourage you, who is also walking the journey of 

homeschooling.  Find a friend to walk with! 

I would also encourage you to get involved in a local support group!  Usually we need fewer activities 

in our busy lives and MORE people!  Friendship and fellowship will keep you motivated and 

encouraged, and are essential parts of being successful in your homeschooling. 
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TIP 2 

Wait for readiness in areas that require readiness. 
By Donna 

 

When I was in graduate school for a Reading Specialist’s degree, I had already been studying 

homeschooling for a few years, so everything I learned in grad school was seen through my 

homeschooling lense. Being one of those girls who always wrote “Donna-heart-Ray” all over my 

notebooks in high school, I continued that trend. In the margins of my lecture notes were the words 

“Then why don’t we do this?” and “In homeschooling, you can actually apply this!” 

You see, it felt like so much of my grad school focused on how things are in the research and what 

would be ideal in the classroom—if we could only do what research has shown. One of the biggies of 

this research (which, by the way, coincided with what Dr. Raymond Moore said in his books, Better 

Late Than Early and School Can Wait) was information about readiness to learn to read and readiness 

to begin formal school instruction (and how those often come later than age seven—and how boys 

and girls often arrive at them at different times).  

I encourage you to read the research for yourself, but in this short space, I want to tell you that one 

of the best things you can do for your young learner in the areas of learning to read, pottying in the 

potty consistently, being able to write in workbooks, and penning words and sentences is to wait for 

true readiness to be reached.  

We have it within our power in those early years to help our students love or hate school, adore or 

despise reading, and embrace or reject homeschooling—all by how we approach doing the tasks that 

are much more easily learned when a child is ready to learn them. Personally, we waited for 

readiness longer than was necessary in our first children because we wanted them to grow up to be 

lifelong readers, lovers of learning, and homeschooling cheerleaders. And they did! 
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TIP 3 

Sing and make music together as a family. 
By Kathie 

 

From the time our kids were little, music was an important part of our home!  We listened to good music; we 

sang Scripture songs, choruses, and hymns together.   

Our favorite thing to do was sing a Scripture song before breakfast. We focused on teaching the kids Scripture 

songs to help get God’s Word in their little hearts and minds.   It got our day off to a good start and only took a 

minute before our meal.  

The additional benefit and blessing is how the words of the Scripture songs would help ALL of us with our 

attitudes throughout the day as catchy tunes just stick in your head and you find yourself singing them.  One 

morning my daughter thanked me for singing Scripture songs with them each morning because she said it 

helped her that day to change her bad attitude into a good one.  (That was the morning that we sang "In 

everything give thanks."  It's kind of hard to keep a bad attitude with that verse running through your mind!) 

Teaching the kids little songs of praise to our God is such a great way to encourage them to love Him as well as 

realize His love for them. Just a few of the songs we taught them were:  “My God is so BIG”; “Praise Him, 

Praise Him, All Ye Little Children”; “In Everything Give Thanks”; and “Jesus Loves Me.”  

As the kids grew older, I would often find them listening to good music while they worked or were relaxing.  

More recently I realized that music was also a source of comfort to them when they were going through hard 

times.  In the midst of heartache and difficulties, I would hear them singing songs that comforted their hearts, 

and reminded them of God’s love and care. 

For us this was one of the greatest ways to create a bond with the hearts of our kids and a bond between the 

siblings as well. Good music provides a unity and source of fellowship in the family, and it also just does 

something for your spirit!   
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TIP 4 

Use a variety of materials.  
By Donna 

 

When I began homeschooling my younger sister thirty-one years ago this fall, we had a one-year-old little son 

(whom we knew we would homeschool soon!). Partly because of my background in “school” (I had just 

graduated from college with an elementary education degree) and partly because I just loved teaching so 

much, I found myself spending much of the day doing “school” with my junior high sister.  

Fast forward a few years and I had a “roomful” of kids, ages twelve down to newborn, and I was still spending 

much of my day homeschooling. By now, this practice had nothing to do with being “schoolish”; I had left that 

behind long ago. However, the teacher in me continued to choose materials and design a schedule that took 

up much of my day. (Add to this that my husband worked at least twelve hours a day away from home, so I 

had a longer “day” to work with—and too many kids to go many places.) 

By the time we added our fourth little one to our school day, I realized that, while I loved the materials I had 

chosen, and I loved teaching many hours a day, it simply wasn’t feasible with so many little ones and so many 

children in school. It was at that time that I began seeking out some less-teacher-intensive curricula. I soon 

found a balance between materials that were “mom-needy” (like unit studies, teaching writing and reading, 

etc.) and those that were more independent (like cd math programs). 

Of course, choosing a large variety of materials isn’t just good for Mom’s schedule and time, it is also a good 

practice to beat boredom in children (rarely does a student enjoy just doing workbooks or just doing computer 

programs all day). It also gives you an opportunity to tap into each child’s learning styles and interests.  
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TIP 5 

Stay home more. 
By Kathie 

 

Back when we first started homeschooling, we only had one car.  We went many years with just the one 

vehicle.  It made things hard at times, but looking back, I think it was a blessing in disguise!   

My husband had a couple days off during the week, and I had to plan all our errands for those days.  Because 

of that, I learned to combine trips and plan well to make the most of my time while I was out.  On the days 

that he worked, I knew I was home for the day and planned accordingly.   

 

Once we got a second vehicle, I realized that it was really easy to do a lot of extra running.  Often we would 

have errands several days a week. On the days that we were out running errands, it cut up the day and threw 

our routine off.  The end result was often tired kids and a stressed mom who was frustrated about not 

accomplishing what needed to be done.  Priorities were often replaced with busyness. 

It didn’t take me long to realize that I got MUCH more done on the days that we stayed home the WHOLE 

day, AND we were all happier on those days!  At that point, I decided to once again limit the errands to one 

or two days a week and make it work.   

Why is this important?  For me, it meant being able to focus whole-heartedly on caring for the kids, training 

them, keeping up on the housework, and doing the academics.  We were able to maintain a fairly regular 

routine, which allowed us to focus on our priorities, keep little ones on their nap schedules, and accomplish 

our goals.   

I think one of the dangers we face as homeschoolers is being TOO busy with outside activities.  We can’t really 

HOMEschool, if we’re never home! There are many opportunities for our kids to be involved in, so we need to 

choose our outside activities wisely.  Seek God’s guidance to determine what He wants for YOUR family and 

YOUR kids. 
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TIP 6 

Utilize your husband for the most important things. 
By Donna 

 

For the first fifteen years of our parenting/homeschooling, my husband worked sixty hours a week. I was (am!) 

incredibly blessed to be married to a man who would absolutely do anything I needed for him to do to help 

me raise and educate our children—if he could. However, with the time limitations he had, he couldn’t do 

everything he would have liked to have done.  

While we don’t recommend that a husband work sixty hours a week as the norm, we did learn a lot through 

this, including excellent time management and prioritizing skills. We learned not to waste the time that my 

husband had at home. Of course, we didn’t have the internet and other modern-day time robbers at the time, 

and we didn’t have game systems or televisions—in part because we wanted more family time.  

That leads to this tip: If your husband asked you what you would want him to do the most to help you, what 

would that be? 

For me, this meant that I never asked Ray to grade papers, keep records, or plan school. He didn’t choose our 

curriculum for the year or set up our daily schedule.  

So what were the most important things that we decided he would spend his time on? 

1. Daily devotions with the kids—sometimes he did family devotions/Bible study in the morning; 

sometimes he did family worship after dinner in the evenings. 

2. Read alouds—for nearly twenty years, he read aloud to the kids for thirty to sixty minutes three or 

four times a week from “content” areas (helping with some of the unit studies) 

3. Family nights—not homeschooling, per se, but he and I always planned and carried out family nights 

together, whether it was a special cooking night for someone who just had a new baby or a family 

movie night 

4. Sports—Ray always played various sports with the kids, taught them rules, etc.  

5. Heart training—this was the big one as our children grew, and I am so thankful that we made this a 

priority 
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TIP 7 

Be fully present. 
By Kathie 

 

It is so easy to fall into the trap of being home with your kids physically, but being elsewhere 

mentally!  The technology of today has made this a much more common problem in our homes and 

families. 

When we started homeschooling our kids thirty years ago, I didn’t own a computer or a cell phone.  

Looking back now, I can see that was a huge blessing and made a big difference in how I raised and 

taught the kids.  I wasn’t being pulled away throughout the day by the internet, Facebook, texts, etc.  

Because of that, I spent many hours on Bible memory with the kids, character training, chore 

training, and academics.  Not having the distractions that are so common today with technology, I 

was able to fully focus on those things God had showed us were important. 

I’m not saying technology in the home is wrong. However, it has the potential to take over if we don’t 

have a plan and self-discipline.   

We only have our kids for an average of eighteen years, and we need to make the most of that time 

by being fully present.  They need out time, our attention, and our love. BEING FULLY THERE for 

them is one of the BEST ways to win and keep your kids’ hearts. 

We MUST give our kids our undivided attention during school hours.  This can be hard as there are many 

things to distract us or that we feel we must do right now.   I suggest you turn the recorder on for phone calls 

and turn your cell phone and computer off until school is done.  This takes away the temptation to just get on 

there to check something "real quick."  It also conveys to your kids that school is important to you and that 

you are there to help them do their best.  The years go by quickly, and we need to make the most of the time 

we have by focusing fully on the school work. 

Each day we have opportunities to have an impact on our families. But that requires a decision to 

take advantage of those opportunities and spend our time on things that really matter. It is easy to 

fritter away an entire day without doing anything of lasting importance. Determine to focus your 

energy and attention on what is eternal! 
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TIP 8 

Allow your young learners to dictate their writings to you. 
By Donna 

 

As a curriculum author of over fifty books in the language arts areas (CQLA, Meaningful Composition, 

Really Writing, Speak Up, Ready to Give an Answer, The Spelling Notebook, and more), writing has 

always been an integral part of our homeschooling. However, I also had three “late readers” (eight 

years or older), two of whom were/are dyslexic (and one who is dysgraphic). Thus, I learned to utilize 

compensation techniques when they were still non-readers and non-writers. These included 

providing audio materials galore, reading aloud four to five hours a day to them, and taking dictation 

of their spoken words. 

Nowadays, when homeschoolers think of dictation, we think of reading a passage aloud to our 

student and having him write what we say. The dictation I am describing here is one in which the 

student speaks words to us, and we write/type them. I used this technique daily for our second child, 

our highly-intelligent, dyslexic, dysgraphic daughter (who, by the way, went on to achieve a perfect 

score on the verbal portions of the ACT not once, but twice, and was offered full-ride academic 

scholarships to four colleges; she now has four degrees and is working on a fifth—even severe 

dyslexia does not have to define your children!).  

 I told Kayla that she was super smart, clever, and creative, and that since she had so much in her 

head, she should not let it go to waste. Instead, until she was able to write at the same level as she 

was able to think, she should dictate to me. She wrote many stories, reports, essays, and more using 

this dictation method. Kayla took off as a writer and eventual author of many curriculum books for 

fourth and fifth graders, thousands of pages of papers, and health manuals for missionaries after 

using this beginning method of instruction. 
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TIP 9 

Remember that homeschooling is more than academics. 
By Kathie 

 

 

What was the original reason you decided to homeschool your children?  I know that for many of us 

it was because we wanted to be the ones influencing our children and shaping their values.  Have you 

kind of forgotten about your purpose and gotten distracted by the academics?   

True education seeks to educate not just the mind, but also the heart and soul.  It is a process of 

discipling our children that leads them to Jesus, equips them to serve Christ and lead a godly life, and 

prepares them to fulfill His purposes and plans for them.     

Academics are important, and we should be thorough in giving our kids the academic training they 

need.  However, that should NOT be our whole focus.  Much more important are the lessons you 

teach everyday by your life.  The relationships you build with your children so you can influence their 

hearts is of much greater value than the academics and should always come first if a choice is 

needed. 

Guiding our children’s hearts towards God and His Word and leading them to Him by example is what 

really matters in light of eternity. The academic lessons need to be taught, but should not distract us 

from our true purposes and goals. 

There are definite academic advantages to homeschooling, but the true value of homeschooling 

comes in the spiritual and Biblical values that we are able to impart. 

When Academics Become a Distraction 
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TIP 10 

Use the “bus stop” approach for multi-level teaching. 
By Donna 

 

One of the ways that “moms of many” have found to streamline their school day is by using a unit 

study approach for content areas (history, geography, science, health, etc.). We used a unit study 

approach, and eventually what we just called “morning reading time,” for twenty-five years in our 

homeschool and for students up to eighth grade. This is by far my favorite method of teaching. To be 

sure that we aren’t teaching so high that younger students do not get anything out of our studies or 

so low that upper level students are not challenged, we incorporated what is often called the “bus 

stop” approach. 

In this approach, I would begin our read aloud time with all of the students—toddlers through high 

school. (Though our high schoolers often did textbooks, they still enjoyed sitting in on our morning 

reading and listening as they did other things.) I began with the easiest materials—with the littles on 

each side of me so that they could see pictures as I read. This meant that we would begin with Bible 

stories from a quality Bible story set, character studies from Character Sketches, animal studies from 

our nature devotional, etc.  

At the end of that “easiest level” of reading, I would excuse the littles (“drop them off at the bus 

stop”). At this time, they had the option to have room time in which they played with things 

specifically set aside for this—or they could continue to listen while playing, coloring, etc., quietly on 

the floor.  

The next set of kids would stay for the next “level” of materials. Then they were free to get off the 

bus. However, they, too, could stay and color in their educational coloring books, do penmanship, 

etc., as long as they were quiet. (Or they could go into another room and work on their independent 

work lists.) All of my children have extremely fond memories of our “morning reading” time---

including having the littles learn with us.  
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TIP 11 

Put relationships ahead of academics. 
By Kathie 

Do you have a child who struggles with learning or requires more time and effort from you than your 

other children?  Always keep in mind that the relationship is much more important than the 

academic success you are aiming for!  If you find yourself butting heads with one of the kids over a 

roadblock in a subject, find a way to go around it, rather than continuing to let frustration build in 

you and your child.   

Your goal throughout your homeschooling years should be to always keep the relationship with your 

kids right and keep their hearts open to you.  If we aren’t careful, we can allow an academic 

challenge to damage the relationship we have with our child.  Left unchecked, this can cause us to 

lose our child's heart. When we lose their heart, we lose the opportunity we have to influence them. 

There are options for dealing with those challenges in ways that won’t hurt your relationship: 

*Consider taking a break from that subject for a while or that aspect of it. For example, if your child

is just not getting long division, take a break and try another math topic to work on for a while.  Later

come back to the long division and try again.  Often our kids will get something the second time we

come back to it, and we are able to eliminate the stress and frustration that comes when we try to

push them before they are ready or able to grasp a new concept.

*Consider getting a tutor to help you.  I have used ladies that teach at our Christian school to help a

couple of my kids with phonics and a couple of them with math.  Sometimes just hearing it from

someone else, in a little different way, helps the child get past the difficulty and move on.

*Know when to push your child and when to take a break.  Is it a character issue or are they really

struggling?

When you find yourself frustrated regularly over any academic topic with your child, step back and 

remember that the relationship is what is most important! 
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TIP 12 

Create independent work lists for elementary children. 
By Donna 

One of the best ways that we found to help our elementary children start to become independent 

learners who stayed on task even when Mom wasn’t available was to create daily independent work 

lists for them. 

Here are some tips for creating these: 

1. Either make the list on a chart that the child uses wipe and write markers and mount it

somewhere--or make it in Excel (or your favorite record keeping program) and place it on a thin clip

board.

2. Put things in the order of importance on the chart--in the order that you want them done.

3. And/or put things in sections.

I used to have mine in order and sections--the first so many items needed done before the child met 

with Mom or before the child had a morning snack, etc. Never underestimate the value of teaching 

children time management, prioritizing, etc., via these daily checklists. 

4. For things that you are uncertain of/change-ables, put time or generic wording, such as "30

minutes of uninterrupted CQLA work" or "All CQLA assignments from previous meeting with Mom,"

etc.

5. Be sure to include drill work, silent reading, etc.--all the extras that you want him to do each day.

I even put the things that they would do as I read aloud on this list in the section marked "During 

Read-Aloud"--such as coloring in educational coloring book, penmanship page, building something 

with Legos, etc. 

6. Be sure there is a time in which it is turned in each day.

If your child's independent list is on a clip board, he can simply put the clip board on your desk at the 

end of the day--all checked off and ready for the next day. 
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TIP 13 

Don’t compare your homeschool or family to another’s. 
By Kathie 

The fastest and surest thing that leads us to discouragement in our homeschooling is comparison. 

After thirty years of homeschooling, I still find myself falling into the trap at times.  I hear of 

something another homeschooling mom is doing or something her kids are doing, and I think about 

the fact that I’m not doing that or my kids aren’t.  Within minutes I can start to doubt my ability and 

begin to feel like a failure.   

God warns us about comparison in His Word and tells us it’s NOT WISE! 

It’s easy to come home from a homeschool conference or support group meeting and feel 

discouraged.  We see all the new curriculum others are using, we hear about their field trips, how 

well their kids are progressing, and then we also have the speakers sharing lots of motivating ideas.  

It’s easy at that point to think we aren’t doing enough or what we are doing isn’t good enough.  

The thing to remember is that every family is different!  We each have different situations in our 

homes that vary from other families. What God calls your family to do may look different from the 

next family.  Don’t focus on what they are doing but rather on what God wants for your homeschool.  

Don't fall into the habit of comparing yourself to other moms!  Be the mom God wants YOU to be! 
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TIP 14 

Learn to teach like Jesus taught. 
By Donna 

Many years ago we were introduced to the idea of teaching like Jesus taught. Jesus was not only a 

model of how to teach concepts to our children, but he was also the epitome of relationship-building 

with people.  

Jesus taught all the time! He taught Nicodemus late at night; he taught during meals via the last 

supper and other “potluck” style opportunities. This reinforced the concept in Deuteronomy 6:7 of 

teaching our children all the time—as we do everything—as we live.  

Jesus taught varying lengths of time. Sometimes he taught short and straight to the point (the 

woman at the well). Other times he had lengthy teaching sessions, such as the Sermon on the 

Mount.  

Jesus also used various types of teaching. This reminded us that some kids need a certain type of 

instruction while others need something else. In Matthew 18:12, Jesus asked the question, “What do 

you think?” This has become a common mantra for our parenting/teaching. We have wanted to 

allow the kids to tell us what they already know or what they think—and then we could build on that. 

Asking open ended questions is a super method for academic training—and for heart training. 

Of course, Jesus also taught one-on-one (again, Nicodemus and the woman at the well); small group 

(twelve disciples); and large group (five thousand). There have been many things in our homeschool 

that were perfectly suited to one-on-one instruction. Other things were great for small group—and 

we used unit studies and other “small group” instruction situations with our kids together.  

Jesus taught in unusual places—which we have found extremely effective and fun—for the kids and 

parents! And we have enjoyed providing surprises and unusual places to learn—zoos, parks, sleeping 

at the top of the jungle gym at Science Central, camping out on the “bunks” at the fort, and more 

have provided us with unusual and enjoyable learning opportunities. 

http://www.thecharactercorner.com/
http://characterinkblog.com/


www.thecharactercorner.com      ©Kathie Morrissey & Donna Reish www.characterinkblog.com 

TIP 15 

Make and take time for self-renewal. 
By Kathie 

Motherhood and homeschooling require a lot of giving.  We give our time, our energy, and our 

emotions to caring for our family.  Often we give up some of our sleep time, as well.  If we aren’t 

careful, we risk burning out, as we give and give, never stopping to rest and refresh our bodies and 

spirits. 

In Mark 6:31 we see that Jesus recognized the need for us to rest, and encouraged his disciples to 

take the time for it.   

In I Kings 19 we read the story of Elijah’s time of discouragement – he wanted to give up.  He was 

burned out.  God’s remedy for Elijah’s discouragement was food and sleep.    

As homeschooling moms, we MUST take time to refresh and renew our spirits and bodies.  It is a nice 

feeling to know we are giving of ourselves and always putting the needs of others first.  However, this 

will eventually catch up to us, and we will wear out.  At that point, we will no longer be able to serve 

as God wants us to.  It is NOT a matter of selfishness to make time for self-renewal a daily priority. 

It is a gift we give ourselves and our family so we can be the best that God wants us to be. 

Make time to care for yourself physically by getting enough rest, exercise, and good nutrition.  

Spiritually, be sure you make time to spend in God’s Word and prayer. Emotionally, have a friend 

and support system to keep you motivated and encouraged. 
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TIP 16 

Be efficient in your school day. 
By Donna 

With six children in school for many years (and a baby or toddler too!), I have been on a personal 

quest for efficiency in my school day! I have learned so much about time management and efficiency 

through homeschooling.  

First of all, I used multi-level learning whenever possible. This included doing unit studies for content 

areas (history, science, health, etc.) using a bus stop approach to teaching. (See tip about using bus 

stop approach in teaching.) 

Secondly, I grouped students together whenever possible. Our daughters all took high school biology, 

sewing, and Spanish together—even though they were in grades six, nine, and ten. It was efficient, 

and they enjoyed studying together. When I took one child to an activity, I tried to take others to 

their activities at the same time or put them in activities together. 

Third, I always used grading time wisely. I would sit down with the child’s English or math and grade 

with him or her beside me. As I found an error, we could go over it right there. It was teaching time 

at its best—teaching directly from the student’s mistakes. Having a separate grading time and then 

handing back marked pages wastes my time—and doesn’t help the student learn from his mistakes. 

Fourth, I used tutoring sessions to meet with my students on their individual subjects. That is, except 

for teaching reading or very young elementary children, I would meet two or three times per week in 

their English, math, etc., and assign independent work until we met again. 

Lastly, I created a daily routine of chore sessions, group lessons (unit studies), individual tutoring 

sessions, read aloud times, small group/pairs, story times, more chore sessions, etc., so that each day 

was varied—but filled with learning, growing, and developing character…while we got all of the daily 

work done. 
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TIP 17 

Remember that you can’t do it all! 
By Kathie 

As a speaker at homeschool conferences and support groups, one of the questions that I get asked 

the most is “How do you do it all?”  My answer to that is simple.  I DON’T! 

As homeschooling moms, our time will always be at a premium.  Therefore, we have to make choices 

as to how we are going to use our time, what we are going to do, and what we are going to let go.  It 

begins with accepting our limitations.  We have to realize that our time and energy are finite.  

It’s so easy to get way too busy with all the wonderful opportunities we want to give our children. 

However, if we have every day overbooked with activity and rushing about, it leads to fatigue and 

eventual burnout.   

There is a limit to our physical energy, so it’s important to make wise choices about how we will use 

our time.  Ask God what HE wants for your family, and make decisions based on His leading, rather 

than on what you see other homeschooling families doing.    

The key to knowing how to make the right choices is to seek God’s wisdom!  Ask Him to show you HIS 

priorities, and to daily guide you in your plans.  Sometimes it can be overwhelming to think about 

what needs to be done, and we don’t know where to start.  I love the words of Proverbs 16:3: 

The truth is that you CAN’T do it all.  You have to choose what is important, and do those things well. 

You will always be busy as a homeschooling mom, so be sure that you are busy with the right 

things!   
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TIP 18 

Develop obedience in your young children before they start school. 
By Donna 

After we tell groups in our workshops that we had some children who did not learn to read until they 

were eight years old or older, we like to throw in the advice to “not start school with a child until he 

has developed first time obedience.” And that we followed this rule of thumb, which is why we had 

so many late readers.  

After all, if a child does not brush his teeth when he is told or sit at the table for the meal or stay in 

his bed when it is bedtime, what would make us think that he would follow our instructions in even 

harder, school-related tasks? 

This concept is one that we delve into in great detail in our Raising Kids With Character seminar, as 

well as many of our homeschooling workshops; however, here are some practical keys to teaching 

young children to obey: 

1. Discern wants from needs during late babyhood/early toddlerhood. Just because a ten month

old doesn’t want to sit in his high chair doesn’t mean that he should get down. We have a

tendency to blur the lines between wants and true needs in our toddlers for much longer

than they actually exist.

2. Teach small children to obey in little things, such as coming when called, doing routine tasks

(putting small toys in a toy basket, etc.), and following the family schedule/routine (rising,

meals, naps, and bedtimes).

3. Parent in black and white. As parents, we have many responsibilities that must be met before

we can expect obedience out of our children. When these are not met (i.e. child not fed on

time, sleep schedule out of whack, inconsistent commands, etc.), we are doing what Ray and I

call “parenting in the gray.” This hinders our being able to expect obedience.
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TIP 19 

Know your child’s learning style. 
By Kathie 

When I first started homeschooling, I had never heard of different learning styles. It was such a 

surprise to me that what worked for my first child didn’t work at all with the second one.  No one 

had ever told me that kids have different learning styles, and I just thought they could all be taught 

the same way with the same curriculum.  I found out that I was wrong about that very quickly. 

I realized that I had to study my kids and challenge myself to find out what made each of them tick 

and what each one’s learning styles was.   

Did they learn well with a textbook, or did they need something that included a workbook and tests? 

Were they good at speed drills, or did lots of repetitive practice work better for them? 

Did they do better with being told or being shown how to do something?  

Make it your goal to know these things about each child because they all learn differently.  It will 

not only save YOU much frustration, it will also help ensure that your child loves learning. 
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TIP 20 

Don’t let disobedience grow in your child. 
By Donna 

One of my husband’s favorite things to tell homeschoolers is that they have one of the best 

opportunities that any parent could have: the chance to see their children’s character deficiencies 

and disobedience clearly every day. *Groan*….this can be a difficult thing for homeschooling 

mothers to hear; however, there is also an element of truth to it that we need to capitalize on. 

Once we see character flaws, especially in the areas of disobedience in our preschool and elementary 

children, we need to address these things head on. Sometimes it seems easier to not handle 

disobedience issues—until we can’t take it anymore, and our family life and homeschool are 

disrupted. However, we know in our heart of hearts that what starts out as something small can 

grow and grow within a child in the same way that it can in an adult. 

Where do you start if you feel like disobedience is getting out of control? We recommend that you 

start with what we call “the biggies.” We have also heard these cleverly and memorably titled “The 

Four D’s”: 

1. Disobedience

2. Dishonesty

3. Disrespect

4. Destruction (purposely destroying/breaking)

Be careful when trying to solve disobedience issues that you are not focusing on “childish behaviors.” 

Every child spills things, leaves things out, forgets to put his clothes in the dirty clothes hamper, and 

loses track of time when he is playing. These are what we call “childishness” behaviors. While we 

want to address these things as our children grow up (through “character training”), these should not 

be our focus if we have any of “The Four D’s” problems. The Four D’s issues are heart issues; the 

childish things are just that, childish. 

For example, a child forgetting to put his bike away after riding is childish (and should be handled 

through character training) while a child slamming the door or rolling his eyes when Mom tells him to 

put his bike away is foolishness—a heart issue. 
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TIP 21 

Recognize that kids learn at different ages and progress at different speeds. 
By Kathie 

Even though kids start kindergarten at age five, that doesn’t mean they are ready!  All of our kids 

learn and progress at different ages and speeds.  Comparing one of your kids to another isn’t fair to 

the child, and it sets you up for frustration.  I had kids who were “quick, early learners”, and I had 

some who were a little bit more on the slow, late side.  But you know what?  It didn’t matter!  All of 

them eventually “caught up” and were eventually on track with the norm for their age.   

Realizing that it’s okay to wait when a child isn’t quite ready will save you many days of headaches 

and tears!  When you push a child before he is ready to learn, it just takes that much longer and gets 

frustrating for you and the child.  I found that when a child wasn’t quite ready to grasp a concept in 

phonics or math, it was best to leave that concept for a while.  We would either go back and review 

other areas or move on to a different concept.  Later, when we came back to the troublesome area, 

he was usually ready, and caught on right away.   

An example of this was my daughter who had struggles with math.  When we got to long division, she 

was just starting to be comfortable and quick with SIMPLE multiplying and dividing. She just didn’t 

get long division – at all!  After a few days of her being upset and me getting stressed, I decided to 

just move on to multiplication and come back to the long division.  She did great with that, which 

helped to rebuild her confidence.  When we went back again to long division, she was able to 

understand it and move right through it.  

It’s okay if your kids aren’t ready to read till they are six or seven.  When they ARE ready, they will 

take off!  Be patient, and realize each of your kids is different.  Make allowances for their differences 

and abilities, and you will be a much happier homeschooling mom!  (Take it from one who knows!) 
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TIP 22 

Enforce the no-school-equals-no-fun policy. 
By Donna 

One of the questions that we get asked quite often by homeschooling mothers is how can she “get 

her child to do his school?” One of the crucial factors in parenting well is that of making expectations 

clear. (I even, rather cleverly, call these “Expectation Explanations” in our seminar!) When a parent 

comes to us and asks us how to get a child to do school, our first thought is that the expectations for 

this child have either been too low or not communicated clearly. 

Since we began homeschooling my younger sister when our first child was one, our kids never went 

to school, and they never considered that we would have any other life except for the 

homeschooling life. This set up precedents for how things were going to be. 

We always told our children that “daytime is for learning and evenings are for family and fun.” We 

also told them that during their school years, school was their occupation.  

Does this mean that we never had a child who skipped math lessons sometimes? No, not at all, but 

when our kids got up in the morning, their day was about chores, school, and learning—not about 

playing around or frivolities. (And yes, sometimes school was even tons of fun!) 

If you have a child who will not do his work, you must communicate the expectations clearly (via 

charts or check sheets, preferably). Then the rule must be that the child does nothing else each day 

until this school list is done.  

When we have given this advice to people, we have often been met with, “But he has to go to 

basketball practice” or “She can’t miss dance.” Yes, he can and yes she probably needs to. While we 

are some of the most fun, heart-affecting parents you will meet, when it comes to school, “no-

school-equals-no-fun.” 
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TIP 23 

Set your own yearly schedule. 
By Kathie 

One of the many benefits of homeschooling is being able to set up your own yearly schedule!  You 

can plan your school around your family vacations, visits from family, a new baby, etc.  You do NOT 

have to follow the traditional public/private school calendar if you’d rather not.   

Over the last thirty years of homeschooling, we have used a variety of yearly schedules based on our 

situation for the year.  Even when following a traditional September – May schedule, we did a little 

bit of work in the summer, so I guess we were usually year round homeschoolers to some extent. 

Here are some ideas for options you can choose for your yearly schedule: 

• Thirty-six five-day weeks (traditional school year, though you can choose what months you want to

start and end with)

• Twelve five-day weeks, then four weeks off (three months of school, then a month off)

• Six five-day weeks, then two weeks off (six two-month blocks per school year)

• Three five-day weeks, then one week off each month (this would be year round)

• Forty-five four-day weeks (this gives you a three-day weekend, and you are still able to take seven

weeks off per year whenever you’d like them)

I would encourage you to consider the stage you are in to determine what works best for you.  If you 

have been feeling overwhelmed, consider doing the four days a week to give you that extra day to 

catch up on things, run needed errands, or rest.  The key is to CHOOSE WHAT WORKS FOR YOUR 

FAMILY!   
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TIP 24 

Teach kids how to work and do chores. 
By Donna 

One of the best non-spiritual things that we have done for our kids’ futures in the work force and in 

their families down the road is to teach them how to work and expect them to work around the 

house on an ongoing basis.  

There are many ways to do this and many chore charts and programs available out there, but I will 

summarize some of our favorite tips below: 

1. Give the job to the youngest child who can handle the job. For us, this meant looking at the

daily tasks first. (These are usually easier than weekly [i.e. mopping] or monthly [i.e. cleaning

under the bed] ones.) Besides being easier, they are also practiced over and over again, so

they can be learned thoroughly by the child. For example, as soon as a child could unload and

put away silverware, that became his daily morning and evening chores.

2. Train children thoroughly in their jobs. Training kids to work takes a lot of time and effort.

Many parents give up, thinking that it isn’t worth the effort. But it is! We used to set aside an

hour a day all summer long to train children and work on household tasks together. By the

end of the summer, everybody was ready to move up on the chore list.

3. Once a child is trained in a chore and he knows how to do it well, we did two things: (a) Put

the expectation in place firmly—this is what you do every day; (b) Give the child that job—

make it “his.” Kids like to feel important just like adults do. Do not keep taking it back, helping

him finish each day, or letting him skip. Our kids loved that they were an important part of

our family operating smoothly.
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TIP 25 

Use charts to keep kids on track and for you to monitor their work. 
By Kathie 

I have found that my kids do much better when they start each day knowing what is expected.  

They can look at their school chart and see what work needs to be accomplished for each subject, 

what chores they have for the day, and start right in on things.  It is helpful for them to be able to 

mark things off on the chart as they get them done; it lets them see how much is left, and that there 

IS an end in sight.   

Charts are also useful for teaching your kids to work independently.  If you are not there for some 

reason, they can still start on their work.  Then at any time during the day, you can look at their chart 

to monitor how they are doing.   

Details on the chart should tell the kids what page(s) to read in each subject, page numbers for 

worksheets they are to do, or a required amount of reading, etc.  This will keep the kids accountable, 

and they won’t be able to use “I didn’t know I was supposed to do it” as an excuse for skipping some 

of their work. 

I suggest setting the charts up each weekend for them.  If the kids are old enough, you can let them 

set up their own pace per subject.  They will like feeling like they are in control of their education, 

and will likely work harder to stay on schedule when they have set up their own chart.   

One great advantage of using charts is that you can keep them in a binder and use them at the end of 

the year to put together a portfolio of what your kids did during the school year.  All their work will 

be documented on the charts, so there won't be any searching for work or trying to remember who 

did what. 
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TIP 26 

Have the youngest child who can do the job do the job! 
By Donna 

Nearly twenty-five years ago, we were blessed to attend our first “Christian Homeschooling 

Workshop” by Gregg Harris. We had four young children, ages seven and under, and to say that this 

workshop revolutionized our family life and homeschool would be an understatement. His emphasis 

on the teaching family as a 24/7 lifestyle, a relationship-based approach to parenting (while 

maintaining a no-nonsense biblical parenting model), and outstanding home management systems 

were life-changing. 

One of the tips that we have implemented our entire life since that first seminar is the concept of 

having the youngest person in the family do any job that he or she can do. Mr. Harris told us to go 

home and make a list of all of the household tasks that need to be done (we started with daily ones), 

then ask yourself who in your family is the youngest child who can actually do that job.  

We did just that—and we were extremely discouraged. Our oldest was seven years old, and while he 

was a huge help to me every day, to think about him actually “taking” something off my hands full 

time really didn’t seem possible…..until we implemented another Gregg Harris tip: TRAIN, TRAIN, 

TRAIN. 

And we did just that. It seemed like no time at all before we had a daily bread maker (in the bread 

machine), a daily “little laundry lad” (and shortly thereafter, daily “little laundry lady”), a breakfast 

maker, and a preschool assistant teacher!   

We continued to use this tip weekly—never giving easy tasks to the oldest child, trying not to have 

Mom and Dad set the table or fold the towels (except for family work times, of course—we loved 

working WITH our kids also). Using this approach, fifteen years later, we had fourteen and twelve 

year olds inputting edits into our publishing program for our books, taking book orders over the 

phone (and giving excellent parenting, homeschooling, and organizational advice to those who 

asked!), cooking complete meals from scratch, teaching math to a younger sibling every day, and 

much more.  
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TIP 27 

Use the week-end to prepare for the week. 
By Kathie 

Even though the week-end is our “time off” from school, it is important to set aside time to plan and 

prepare for the new week.  Believe me when I say that I ALWAYS regretted it when Monday 

morning rolled around, and I wasn’t prepared!  It just gets things off to a bad start when you are 

scrambling around trying to find things, just starting to make the school charts for the week, or 

preparing things needed for a lesson.   

Some things you should do to prepare for a good Monday morning: 

*Make sure the kitchen is clean

*Have the kids do a quick clean-up of toys, etc., Sunday night before bed

*Prepare school charts

*Grade or check any work from the previous school week

*Do any preparing you need to for lessons or projects

*Make sure you have everything you need – teachers’ guides, answer keys, etc.

*Prepare your heart and spirit through prayer and time with God

None of these things really require a huge amount of time, but will bring huge dividends of peace 

and calm when things start on Monday morning.   
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TIP 28 

Start story time early—and often. 
By Donna 

I will be forever grateful for the day that I spent at my brand-new friend’s house when I only had a 

one-year-old little boy. After lunch, this smart mama had her children help her clear the table and 

clean the kitchen. Then each child promptly went to the bookcase and library basket and came out 

with their books for story time. Seeing the close bond that my friend had with her three little ones 

and knowing the stellar benefits of reading to kids, story time became a daily (five or six days a week) 

occurrence for our family for the next twenty-five years. 

I know how busy homeschooling mothers are. But trust me when I say that story time is not a waste 

of time or an extra thing attached to your day. I looked at it for all the benefits of reading aloud, the 

structure and consistency that daily reading together provided, and the huge background of 

experience that was built within my children through that reading. 

Our schedule was the same every day for many years: right after lunch the baby or toddler and I 

would go to “mama’s chair” and either nurse or read short picture books and have rockies and songs 

while the kids cleaned up lunch. Then the little one went down for a long afternoon nap.  

After the kitchen was cleaned, everybody, from the young preschoolers to the ten to twelve year 

olds,  knew the drill: one child got the story time basket (containing the ongoing books—the “chapter 

books” and longer picture books that we read from every day, such as Bible stories and character 

books, animal tales and story compilations); everybody chose one book; and the child whose “day” it 

was, chose two books. Into mommy’s bed we all piled—where we stayed for one to two hours, 

snuggling, reading, and relaxing. 
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TIP 29 

Make time with God a top priority. 
By Kathie 

Everything that we do as homeschooling moms needs to rest on the foundation of our relationship 

with the Lord.  It is our time with the Lord, and the relationship we have with Him, that enables us to 

fulfill His plans daily.  We can’t begin to accomplish the things that He wants us to in our own 

strength and energy.   

Many times we become like Martha, who was busy trying to accomplish things.  We struggle in our 

own strength and neglect what is most important-- spending time with Jesus, talking to Him in prayer 

and listening as He speaks to us through His Word.   

If at all possible, make your quiet time with God the first thing you do in the morning.  This will help 

you get your heart and spirit ready for the day and also show your kids that time with God is so 

important to you that you make it your first priority of the day. I still remember my mom sitting at 

the kitchen table every morning with her Bible when I came down for breakfast! That made a big 

impact on me and helped me to stay faithful when I began my own personal quiet time. 

Perhaps you’re at the stage with lots of little ones, and there’s NO quiet time for you all day, let alone 

first thing in the morning!  Your devotional time may not look at all like it did before you had kids, 

and that’s okay.  Take a minute to pray and ask God for His strength and maybe read a verse to keep 

in your mind through the day.  Another option is reading the Bible with or to your kids and praying 

with them at breakfast.  It may not be “alone,” but you are still spending time with the Lord! 
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TIP 30 

Learn together as a family whenever possible. 
By Donna 

One of the greatest ways that we found to build a love for learning in our children was to learn with 

our kids. That is, we looked for opportunities in which parents and children could be involved in an 

activity, event, or learning opportunity together.  

In our kids’ elementary years, this took the form of field trips and family outings that were 

educational. When we went on these, we tried to model learning for them, showing an interest in 

what was being discussed, exposed, or taught. We visited museums, zoos, community historical 

events, and much more. On several occasions, we even went to overnight events with our children—

and learned a lot with them. Some of our kids’ fondest memories were of Mom and Dad sleeping 

with them overnight at the top of the jungle gym at the science museum, in the snake room at the 

zoo, and in a soldier’s straw bed at the fort.  

As our kids got in middle school, it wasn’t uncommon for Ray to take an evening or Saturday class 

with them somewhere, such as a public library class on our county’s history or computer use. As a 

family, we would take Bible classes and memory classes. In the summer, we learned to garden, swim, 

can, and do yard care all together. 

Once in high school, if our kids were interested in something, we tried to find ways to expose them 

to this information—and to learn the information with them. When one of our sons wanted to learn 

about how the police and sheriff departments operated, Ray went to a twelve week Citizen’s 

Academy course with him. When a daughter wanted to learn sign language, Ray took the course with 

her (at first…she passed him quickly and eventually taught sign language herself!).  
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TIP 31 

Mom, you must have self-discipline. 
By Kathie 

Homeschool is only as successful as Mom’s ability to discipline herself is!  We don’t have anyone 

telling us to get up and get busy.  We have to discipline ourselves to schedule our days to accomplish 

what God has called us to.  We want to be wise stewards of the time that God has given us with our 

children. We only have about eighteen years to prepare them for life. This is a serious responsibility 

and one we shouldn’t take lightly. 

We can have big dreams for our kids and our homeschools, but we must have a plan for 

accomplishing our goals, and we must then work intentionally to follow the plan.  It takes a 

conscious decision to be in charge of our homes and our children, rather than letting them be in 

charge of us! 

Moms, the years go by fast, so we MUST create a plan and follow-through so we can accomplish the 

goals that God has laid on our hearts.  It’s important to have a routine or schedule to your days to be 

sure you actually get to the things that matter each day.  YOU are the one to make sure to keep 

things on track by keeping the kids in “the rut of the routine”.  If you get off track, and you will at 

times, get back on as soon as possible! 

Are you willing to sacrifice your time and discipline yourself to give your kids the best education 

spiritually and academically?  Your example of self-discipline and your requirements for them to be 

disciplined will prepare them for life.  They will learn that we don’t live based on feelings, but we do 

what we ought to do because it’s right.  Basically, it comes down to having and showing them what 

good character looks like! 
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TIP 32 

Read to your kids daily. 
By Donna 

There are dozens of benefits to reading aloud to our kids, but I will give you a few of my favorite 

positives to this daily activity.  

First of all, I would be amiss if I did not mention the incredibly close bond that has developed 

between me and each of my children from our many years of snuggling on the couch or in Mama’s 

bed and reading together. Truly, the words “real aloud” bring warmness to our hearts and a flood of 

memories. 

Secondly, reading aloud daily to our children develops a love for learning like no other single activity. 

Our kids, including our late readers, all looked forward to learning to read because they knew that 

reading brought an enjoyment that they longed to realize themselves. 

Thirdly, as mentioned earlier in relation to my late readers, reading aloud gives us the opportunity to 

instruct our children at a higher level than what they can read themselves. Even if we have a fluent 

second grader, he is still probably only reading at a fourth grade level; however, when we read aloud, 

we can introduce new information at a much higher level—broadening his “background of 

experience” in a way that his own reading is not able to. 

Lastly, reading aloud gives us the opportunity to use auditory learning. Auditory learning is the least 

tapped-into learning style, especially in our media-driven, technological age. Yet listening is one of 

the most important skills we can give our children—in learning, the work place, and relationships. 

One of the highlights of teaching my kids has been that moment when each of them said, “I don’t 

need pictures in my books anymore. I can make the pictures in my mind now!” 
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TIP 33 

Be flexible. 
By Kathie 

“I’m totally flexible….as long as everything goes the way I planned!”   Does that describe you?  I 

have to admit that flexibility is something I have struggled with often in our homeschool!  It took me 

a while to realize that I would be a lot less stressed if I would simply plan with the understanding that 

things often don’t go according to plan. 

I think that it is VERY important to have a planned routine/schedule to your days.  Without that, you 

often don’t accomplish many of your goals.  However, it’s important to leave room for the 

unexpected and not let it throw you for a loop when it happens. Kids get sick and need to go to the 

doctor, babies keep us up at night leaving us exhausted, messes are made by toddlers, etc.   

The best thing you can do is give each new day to God!  Realize that He allows opportunities 

throughout your day that you may not have planned for, but that He has a purpose for.  Sometimes 

that opportunity presents itself as a child who needs frequent correction and training throughout 

your day.  That is NOT an interruption but a chance God has given you to point them to His Word and 

lovingly train them in right behavior.  If we’re not careful though, we will look at that as a disturbance 

to our plans and get frustrated or irritated.  We need to remember that our purpose in 

homeschooling is to disciple our kids and point them to Christ.   

Also, remember that the relationship is more important than the academic training.  Be flexible 

when kids need you to listen or need some extra encouragement.  Remember that your routine is a 

tool, not your master!  Roll with the unexpected, and you’ll be a happier mom. 
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TIP 34 

Create fun school traditions and activities. 
By Donna 

Creating fun school traditions and activities is a sure-fire way of creating a love for learning in our 

children. Here are a few of ours:  

1. We always started our day with Bible reading/character reading together--and ended that

reading with a fun chapter book that we worked through together.

2. While we tried to get curriculum that fit each child's strengths, interests, learning styles, etc.,

and I (Donna) did the bulk of the choosing, for extra things, we took the kids with us to

smaller conventions (or let them look in a catalog to choose), and they picked out their fun

"extras"--including chapter books they wanted to read that year, educational coloring books,

audios to listen to, etc.

3. While we did many weekday field trips, we didn't limit our field trips to school days. It wasn't

uncommon at all for us to take a Saturday to go to museums and zoos with Dad or to plan a

long weekend vacation museum-hopping in Chicago. The kids knew that their education was

important to both Dad and Mom--and wasn't just something that Mom did, thought about,

planned, and carried out.

4. Make PE a family affair. We tried to do a lot of our kids' PE at home together. We had other

families over to play. But we also just played as a family. We loved making up new games with

various sizes and styles of balls!

I could go on forever and ever about how much we love homeschooling; how we tried to make it fun 

(but not so fun that normal wasn't enjoyed!); how we put our time, money, strength, and energy into 

raising our children in this homeschooling lifestyle--and how much they, as adults, are grateful to us 

for it.  
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TIP 35 

Have a daily nap/quiet time for all. 
By Kathie 

It’s important to establish the habit of daily naps when your children are young.  When they get past 

the need for naps, they can then be taught to stay in their room or a designated area and play, listen 

to music, or read quietly.   

There are a few purposes for this: 

1. You are teaching them self-control and to learn to entertain themselves quietly.  The concept

of playing alone is very important to your child’s development. All children need to learn to

entertain themselves and play alone quietly.

2. It gives YOU a break during the day to regroup and refresh. Sometimes moms need this for

their sanity! This could mean taking a nap, reading a book, or just catching up on a few things

without interruption.

3. The kids usually play better together when they have some alone time during the day.

Having this quiet time helped me on the rough days when I was exhausted, kids were testing me, etc. 

I knew that a break was coming, and that helped me handle the hard times easier.  After the quiet 

time, I was recharged and ready to be with the kids again.  Be consistent, so it becomes the norm and 

isn’t a daily battle.  Keep things fun by giving a variety of toys to keep them from boredom. 
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TIP 36 

Have fun in your school, but be sure that your kids enjoy the “normal” too. 
By Donna 

One thing that keeps homeschooling from being fun is when we become what I call “indulgent 

homeschoolers” in an effort to be “fun homeschoolers.”  

Before I come off sounding like an ogre, I want to assure you that we had a fun homeschool. If you 

were to ask our children if our homeschool was fun, you would hear answers like the following: 

"Fun? How many kids do you know who got to sleep at the top of the jungle gym at Science Central 

overnight---WITH their parents!" 

"I can't imagine more fun than having your mom read to you for two hours every morning and two 

hours every afternoon!" 

"When Mom and Dad got us new books and other fun things from the homeschool convention, they 

would wake us up at midnight when they got home and show us everything and start reading them 

to us!" 

However, one reason that our children found homeschooling fun was because everything didn't 

always have to be fun. Just like an indulgent child can't be happy unless she gets to have a friend 

overnight, order pizza, and buy new make up to do make-overs when she wants, a homeschooled 

child will not think school is fun if he has to have fun all the time. I call this the fun factor in 

homeschooling. 

Our kids knew fun times were coming. They knew that Mom and Dad loved learning and loved 

homeschooling and would make things fun at times. They knew that we had something fun up our 

sleeves to pull out any time. But they also knew that school was their occupation--and it was often 

just plain hard work sometimes. 

We taught them a contentment in homeschooling that made the fun even more fun, the special even 

more special, and the extraordinary even more extraordinary. The Fun Factor in Homeschooling--the 

fun begins when the normal is good too. 
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TIP 37 

Make time to have and be fun. 
By Kathie 

Maybe you’re one of those people who doesn’t have a problem with this, and you are all about 

having fun.  I love having fun with my kids, but I also thrive on accomplishment and order.  I found 

that it was very easy for me to get too serious because I was on a mission.  I was going to help child 

#1 with phonics, then help the next child with their Math, and quickly move on to the next child.  I 

didn’t have time to just chat with the child; it was all business.  I think that’s okay to a certain extent, 

but sometimes our kids just need us to loosen up a little and actually ENJOY helping them or working 

with them. 

Don’t get SO focused on getting things done that you forget to be fun.  Stop and tickle the kids for a 

minute or two, take time to give hugs, or take a break and do something crazy.  Keep it fun! 

A good way to motivate your kids to be diligent in their schoolwork or chores is to plan a special fun 

activity when everyone finishes.  It doesn’t have to be expensive or take a lot of time and effort.  It 

could be as simple as playing a game of kickball in the backyard or playing a board game.  Another 

idea is to promise them they can have a picnic lunch out back if they work with a good attitude. 

Making a tent in the living room is another fun motivator! 

We should strive to make our homes fun so our kids enjoy being with us and want to be there.  Make 

your home one they want to bring their friends to.  This may mean planning things to make it fun but 

also just relaxing a little bit, slowing down, and taking time to smell the roses.   

Don’t let yourself get SO serious that your kids no longer find it fun to be around you.  Make a 

conscious effort to relax and have fun during the process of teaching and training your kids. 
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TIP 38 

Involve kids in developing and maintaining organizational systems. 
By Donna 

Earlier I mentioned the concept of giving kids ownership of their jobs—not just giving them trite jobs 

that are not important to the overall function of the family. And not taking tasks back from kids, but 

let them keep the jobs as their own. 

Another way we helped our kids see their importance in the family’s success is to involve them in 

developing (and maintaining systems). This began with letting the littles help me organize the toy 

shelves. We used shelves (not toy boxes) for their small toys. The toys were put into tubs and bins 

based on commonalities—all the dinosaurs in a tub; all the little people in a tub; all the animals in a 

tub, etc. 

Did it take three to ten times longer to let my sweet preschoolers help me sort their toys and tub 

them up? Most definitely! Did they become organized adults? You bet! 

The beauty of letting the littles help me set up the systems for toys is that once we developed the 

systems, and we worked together during clean up time several days, they were all set to put things in 

the right places. They loved their organized toys shelves and loved to be able to find what they 

wanted when they wanted it. 

Beyond the toy shelves, I involved the kids in other systems as they got older—organizing the art 

closet and coat closet, arranging books on book cases, storing math manipulatives, and deep freeze 

storage. Once we developed a system in any area of the house, they could be a huge help in 

maintaining that system—and when they were older, they could maintain the system themselves. 

We worked together all the time—and they learned how to do so many important things! 
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TIP 39 

Plan your menu for a week or two at a time. 
By Kathie 

It helps your week go much smoother when you take a little time on the weekend to plan your meals 

for the next week or two.  It will eliminate the 4:00 “what am I going to make for dinner?!” panic.   

Along with planning your menu, write your grocery list for the meals you have planned.  This will 

help you save money as you won’t be making extra trips to the store to buy things you need for a 

meal, and you won’t be eating out or ordering pizza as often! Going to the store with a list of needed 

groceries will also keep you from just randomly grabbing food items and throwing them in your cart, 

helping you to keep your food budget lower. 

The thing that has worked best for me in meal planning is to look at my calendar when making my 

menu. On the days that we have an appointment or activity away from home, I choose a meal that 

can be thrown in the crock pot first thing in the morning and left.  It is such a nice feeling to know 

that when you come home from a day of activities, dinner is going to be ready for you.  No rushing 

about trying to get something thrown together and no dealing with crabby, hungry kids who have to 

wait while you prepare something. 

Another thing that I do that helps with meal planning and prep is cook extra meat, season it, and 

freeze it.  For example, if I am cooking meat for tacos, I will double the batch and freeze half of it. 

Other times, I will cook extra meat and season it for chili, then freeze it.  You can do this with any of 

your favorite meals. It makes for quick easy meals on busy days.   

Once you’ve started using a menu, try to get in the habit of looking at your menu first thing in the 

morning to see if you need to thaw something for dinner or throw something in the crock pot.  It 

makes you feel efficient when you start your day off with a dinner plan in place! 
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TIP 40 

Make ahead food when possible. 
By Donna 

When a person asks me to help her get started in freezer cooking, I am always anxious to offer advice 

and help.   

Here are some options for the "type" of freezer cook you might desire to be: 

1. The "extra casserole" each week cook.

In this way, you eat like you normally have, cooking from scratch or using convenience foods

each day, but one day a week, you make an entree for your family's meal and make a second

one for the freezer. In this way, you end up with a few freezer entrees each month.

2. The "ten pounds of meat" a week method.

This is the method I am currently using. One day a week, my teenage son and another teen

and I have a three hour Kitchen Session in which we make ten pounds of meat into freezer

entrees, as well as other weekly kitchen tasks (soup starters, cleaning fruits and veggies, etc.).

3. The "once a month cooking" method.

My first introduction to freezer cooking was via the book Make a Mix Cookery. This book

introduced me to freezer cooking through freezer meats (like taco meat, braised beef cube

mix, master hamburger mix, etc.). A year or two after using this book,  I found the book that I

used for several years--Once a Month Cooking.  A few years ago, I began using the Advantage

Freezer Cooking software.

4. "Power Hour" cooking

When I can't have my three hour "Kitchen Session" as described above, I often opt for the

"power hour" freezer cooking. In this method, my son and I (or my husband at times) go into

the kitchen for one hour and do as much as we can possibly do--of all the same things. In this

regard, we might make six lasagnas or ten bags of sloppy joes or ten bags of taco meat or

eight bags of chicken rice soup starter. This method only works if you do it often though--

otherwise, you end up eating the same thing over and over!
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TIP 41 

Realize that bad days happen. 
By Kathie 

If you’re a homeschooling mom, you have learned this, I’m sure.  I don’t know anyone who 

homeschools their kids, who hasn’t had a bad day!  Kids wake up with bad attitudes, the house is a 

mess, and the kids are fighting.  You can’t keep their attention on their schoolwork no matter how 

hard you try. 

Many times I think we start homeschooling with this idealistic picture of smooth happy days, a 

schedule that works perfectly, and kids who are always ready and eager to learn and cooperate. 

Then when reality hits, and things don’t go so well, we get discouraged. 

Bad days used to really get to me!  I would wonder what I was doing wrong.  Was it my parenting or 

the wrong curriculum?  Was I going to hurt my kids for life?  What in the world was I ever thinking 

when I made the decision to teach all the kids at home? 

After the first couple years of homeschooling, and after talking with other homeschooling moms, I 

realized that bad days just come with the job.  Just like my husband has problems at his job from 

time to time and comes home stressed and frustrated, the job of homeschooling has its challenging 

times. 

Life has its ups and downs and isn’t always all sunshine and pleasure.  So it is with homeschooling. 

You will have more good days than bad ones, and you WILL have days that you love what you are 

doing and feel satisfied and content, knowing you are doing what God has called you to do.   

However, the trouble begins when you allow yourself to think that homeschooling should always be 

easy and trouble-free.  That’s when you get discouraged. Be realistic in your expectations, and you 

will avoid some unneeded discouragement! 

 Remember on those bad days that it's okay to take a break!  Intentionally stop the normal routine 

and do something crazy and fun.  Start a tickle war or a sock fight.  Laughing relieves stress, and it 

will change the atmosphere of a bad day back into a pleasant one.  
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TIP 42 

Eat a frog every morning. 
By Donna 

Sometimes we put things off—and then when we finally get around to them, we wonder why we 

ever put them off to begin with since the tasks really weren’t that hard or didn’t take that long. 

Because of this, I have adopted Mark Twain’s advice:  “Eat a live frog first thing in the morning and 

nothing worse will happen to you the rest of the day.”  

First of all, it is reported that perhaps Mark Twain didn’t really coin that phrase (but we will give him 

the benefit of the doubt). Secondly, some happiness gurus say, “Why should we do something we do 

not enjoy first thing in the morning?” To that, I say, let’s do something that is hard first thing, so we 

can be happy the rest of the day! 

I have been writing and speaking about home management, organization, scheduling, and prioritizing 

for twenty years--as I love time! This concept of “eating the frog in the morning” is a time-saving tip 

that goes a long way.  

Why? Simply because we often spend more time trying to get out of dreaded tasks than we would if 

we just did those tasks. I find that if I put something I don’t like doing in my morning schedule as 

soon as I am done with my morning routine, I can get it done, get it out of the way, and get on with 

the important things of the day. 

The things that I put off/dread include exercising (I now eat that frog every morning for ten minutes 

almost no matter what—so I guess it moved from frog eating into my regular routine!), sending 

informative emails, making appointments/phone calls, and clearing off clutter on my desk.  

Each person’s frog will likely be different—and different kinds of frogs on different days and different 

seasons. But try eating one first thing in the morning.  
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TIP 43 

Make use of your kitchen timer. 
By Kathie 

As busy moms, we need to learn to make use of short segments of time.  For the longest time, I 

would put things off because I knew that I would get started, but not have time to finish.  I’m an all or 

nothing type of person, so I’d go with the nothing!  Then a friend shared with me the idea of making 

the timer my best friend.  I loved the idea, tried it, and found it worked. 

I have used the timer to motivate myself and my kids to do quick clean-ups, or to just start on a big 

job and see how far we could get.  For example, when the house was cluttered with toys, socks, and 

books I would call a ten-minute clean up.  We’d make it a game to see how much we could get picked 

up and put away before the timer went off.  Even my SLOWEST child would rise to the challenge and 

catch the excitement of trying to beat the timer.  It’s amazing how much you can get done in ten 

minutes when everyone is working. 

How often do you waste time waiting for a child to finish his work so you can grade it?  Or maybe you 

are going out and are waiting for the kids to get ready.  Do you sit and squander those waiting times 

away?  Make use of each small segment of time you have!  By the way, it’s okay to also set your 

timer for a ten or fifteen minute break, when you need it.  Sometimes when I’m working on a big job 

I will set the timer for an hour, and then set it to take a fifteen minute break. 

Do you have a big project you keep putting off?  Maybe cleaning and sorting the toys in your kids’ 

rooms?  Set the timer for fifteen minutes and go at it.  Again, you will be surprised at how much you 

can accomplish in just a short time.  Make use of those little windows of time throughout your day, 

and use your timer to challenge you to focus and work quickly on the task at hand.  You will be 

happy at the end of the week when you see how much you were able to get done in all those quick 

timer challenges! 
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TIP 44 

Do dishes, laundry, and trash twice a day—just like brushing your teeth. 
By Donna 

When I had little kids, I loved creating systems; however, the priority list needed to include daily 

work, not creating systems! 

My husband would come home, and I would lead him through the house, making a path through 

laundry, children in pj's, and stacks of dishes, to show him the organized toy shelves. It didn't even 

dawn on me that I should have done dishes and laundry BEFORE organizing those amazing toy 

shelves. 

After he saw my prize-winning shelves, Ray would roll up his sleeves (literally) and dig in to help bail 

me out from my day of misplaced priorities. We would get the dishes and laundry done; he would 

call me "closet lady" --and then we would often repeat the cycle again in a few days.  

As we added more children to our home, it became obvious that I could not continue to put contact 

paper on every box and make labels with bright magic markers. It was then that I came up with the 

solution to all of our laundry and dish (and trash!) problems: 

Treat laundry, dishes, and trash just like brushing my teeth. I brush my teeth at least twice a day 

(sometimes three or four if I eat something spicy or I am going out in the evening). And I began doing 

the same with dishes, laundry, and trash.  

TWICE A DAY LAUNDRY, DISHES, and TRASH TASKS 

A. Bedtime:

(1) Run dishwasher evening dishes

(2) Put clean laundry dryer

(3) Start another load laundry

B. Morning:

(1) Unload dishwasher

(2) Fold & put away dryer load

(3) Move load from washer to dryer

(4) Gather trash from everywhere in the big bag out of

the kitchen trash can

C. Noontime:

(1) Fold & put away second load laundry

(2) Start tonight's first load laundry

(3) Load dishes & run dishwasher

D. Evening chores:

(1) Unload daytime dishes

(2) Load evening dishes

(3) Bag kitchen trash and take it out
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TIP 45 

Always inspect what you assign. 
By Kathie 

Not only should you always inspect the work you assign, but you should also assume nothing and 

assign everything!  It’s easy to think that our kids will just do their jobs, or practice their piano, or get 

started on their schoolwork.  However, we have to train them to have initiative and self-discipline 

to do what they ought to do.  More than likely, they won’t practice their math facts if you don’t put 

it on their school chart.  Jobs that aren’t on their charts won’t get done.  AND if you don’t check their 

charts and their jobs, they may not be doing all you think they are! (Ask me how I know!) 

Part of training our kids is being faithful to follow up on what they’ve been told to do.  When I 

forget, or get too busy to check their charts for a few days, I find they haven’t been doing everything.  

They need to know that we will follow-up, and that when we make assignments, they need to get 

them done. 

Don’t just give your kids work to do, whether it be chores or school work, then walk away assuming 

they are going to get it done.  Kids get distracted, and kids forget.  Some kids forget on purpose 

because they know Mom doesn’t remember to check to see if they did that job, let alone inspect the 

job.  Yes, I’ve been guilty of that.  Using a list and writing down what I’ve assigned is essential for 

me.  One of the things farther down on my list is:  check on all the jobs and school work assigned to 

the kids. 

One of our primary goals is to teach our kids to have good character.  We want them to have 

initiative, be responsible, and be thorough.  One of the ways that we help them develop that 

character is by inspecting all that we assign!  This keeps them accountable for their work.   

Being faithful to follow-up on what we have told our kids to do is a valuable part of child training 

and one we can’t neglect!   
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TIP 46 

Learn organization techniques. 
By Donna 

Organization, much like scheduling, often falls into two camps—those who know/think they are and 

those who know they are not (and often feel that they can never become so).  Running a homeschool 

(and even running a family, in many ways) is much like running a business. A company runs  better 

when it is organized, and so do our homeschools. 

We all have areas in which we are more organized than others; we all have things that we can seem 

to keep running smoothly—and those things that just seem to elude us when we try to get organized. 

A big part of organization is being able to prioritize, delegate, and get rid of (not have in our lives). 

What I have found—and what I continually tell my grown children—is that you cannot do everything 

in life well all at the same time. It is unrealistic (and defeating) to think you can “do it all” and do it 

well.  

My mom used to tell me that I am the most disorganized organized person that she has ever known, 

proving what I said above. I cannot do it all (and I never act like I can—I just skip the things I can’t do; 

it’s just the way it is); thus, the areas that I am running (i.e. keeping the plates going) are fairly well-

run and organized. The areas that I have chosen to eliminate or ignore are neither well-run nor 

organized.  

In summary, and for the purposes of this short article, prioritizing is the first step to organization—

getting your life down to the truly important things to you and your spouse and ridding your life of 

the lesser things (at least lesser to you). Then you have a shot at being organized. Then you have a 

chance at managing the remaining time and energy needs for your family.  
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TIP 47 

Remember that the most important thing you can do is win your child’s heart. 
By Kathie 

A spiritual battle is raging for our children’s hearts. In today’s world, we can’t be complacent as 

parents and just hope that everything will turn out okay.  Homeschooling alone won’t automatically 

be a guarantee that you will have your child’s heart.  It takes purposeful planning and work. 

The reason this is SO important is because the person who has your child’s heart is the one who the 

child listens to, trusts, and seeks to please. The person who holds the heart, holds the place of 

influence. In order to pour into our children all the valuable truths that God is teaching us, we must 

have our child’s heart. This gives us the opportunity to influence not just what they do, but who they 

are.   

Parents who want to influence their children and point them towards God cannot just rely upon their 

authority to keep their children obedient and compliant.  Our authority must be balanced with a 

relationship that keeps our kids open to our teaching and training. 

In Proverbs 23:26 it says, “My son, give me thine heart.”  Solomon admonished his children and gave 

them commandments, but he knew that they wouldn’t honor his rules if he didn’t have their 

hearts.  To have that significant influence we desire in our children’s lives, we must have their 

hearts. 

God has given children the natural desire to please us and give their hearts to us.  Let’s do all we can 

to keep that desire alive and the relationship with our children strong, so we can influence them the 

way God wants us to! 
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TIP 48 

Make a change each week. 
By Donna 

Thirty years ago, Ray's mentor said, "Sit down with Donna every week and ask her, 'What change do 

you think we need to make? What do you need for me to do?'" 

He continued, "After you do this for a long time, it will give Donna peace, and she will feel secure that 

you really care about your family and how to improve it.  

He said, "Then one day, you will ask her 'What do you need for me to do for you?' and she will say 

'Nothing at all. What can I do for you?'" 

I have yet to say, “Nothing at all”! 

But he was right about part of it: the peace and security that come from knowing for over thirty years 

that my husband wants good things for our family as badly as I do is incomprehensible. 

A change a week times fifty weeks a year times thirty-plus years--equals a lot of change. Granted, we 

didn't do this every single week of our lives. But, even if we made a change a month for thirty 

years.... 

Twelve months times thirty years equals 360 positive changes. That is 360 opportunities to make our 

family stronger. It is 360 times to solve problems. It is 360 situations to improve.  

We all have things to work on in our homes. We need to tweak the schedule, so that things run more 

smoothly. We need to discipline a child differently so that the child's behavior is changed. We need 

to remove so much fun or add more fun in. We need to drop things from our lives to have time to 

spend on/with a certain child at a certain time. We need to take our focus off of one thing and put it 

on another until a skill is learned. And on and on and on. 
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TIP 49 

Remember that YOU are the best teacher for your child. 
By Kathie 

One of the hardest things I have dealt with in my homeschooling is the fear that I wasn’t able to give 

my kids all that they needed.  I wondered if I would be able to get them through the challenging high 

school subjects and worried I wasn’t giving them all they needed academically.  I think we all struggle 

with this at times. 

We want the best for our kids – a good education that will prepare them for life, college, and a 

career.  We want them to grow and develop their strengths and find the purpose God has for them. 

Most importantly, we want them to have a heart for God! 

Sometimes you may feel overwhelmed at the demands and all that homeschooling seems to require. 

That is where God’s strength and wisdom come in!  We CAN do it through his strength (Philippians 

4:13). 

You are qualified because: 

*You know your child best.

*You love them more than any teacher would.

*You can evaluate their work based on their abilities and judge it based on their effort, not their

intelligence.

*You know them well enough to know if they are really trying.

*You can challenge them at their level, but without unnecessary frustration.

Regardless of how qualified you may or may not feel, the best teacher God can provide for your 

child is YOU, their parent! 
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TIP 50 

Constantly ask yourself, “What can I do right now that nobody else can do?” 
By Donna 

Twenty-five years ago, in a Gregg Harris “The Christian Homeschool” seminar, Mr. Gregg Harris 

taught us to examine what we do with our time and how we handle our work. He rightly pointed out 

that we as parents often do whatever we see that needs done (which is something that we definitely 

taught our kids—see a need and meet it!). However, this means that Mom is constantly setting the 

table or folding and putting away laundry, and Dad is often unloading the dishwasher and taking out 

the trash.  

Mr. Harris was not advocating giving kids all the parents’ work, so they can put up their feet and 

watch television (if I remember right, his family didn’t have one, and I know we didn’t either).  

He really brought home the points that this homeschooling lifestyle is not an easy one. There are 

many teaching, record keeping, heart training, driving, and other tasks that truly only we can do. 

However, we often skip some of these important things because we are busy doing the laundry or 

vacuuming the living room. 

It is especially important if you are in this for the long haul and if you desire to really reach your 

teens’ hearts (think lots and lots of time!) that you ask yourself this important question. Call a five 

year old to unload the dishwasher—then do the thing that only you can do: listen to your teen’s 

heart. Pass on the laundry folding to an eager eight year old and do lesson planning. Dad, teach the 

ten year old to clean the garage thoroughly, and you will have time to do something that only you 

can do—like take the sixteen year old out to practice driving or spend the day with your needy 

fourteen year old. 

By having a family work mentality—and working on the things that only you can do—we can get so 

many things done, leaving time for the things that often get overlooked or skipped. 
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TIP 51 

Put Bible and character first. 
By Kathie 

The key verse my husband and I chose for our homeschool is: 

The words of this verse helped us define the priorities for our parenting and homeschooling very 

clearly.  God says the first thing we need to do is build our kids’ faith; then next their character 

(virtue), and THEN the knowledge (academics).  We should make sure that those are the first things 

we focus on each morning as we begin the day with our kids.   

We build their faith by teaching them about God and His Word.  We should not only help them 

understand what His Word teaches but also help them memorize it.  Having God’s Word in their 

hearts will guide their paths and keep them from sin.   

Once we have laid that foundation of faith, and our kids love God and want to please Him, then we 

should start training them in character, or Christ-likeness.  We show them from the Bible what godly 

character looks like and how they can start applying those truths to their lives.  Character training is 

an on-going process for the entire time we have our kids at home.  It’s not a one-time course, but a 

process of learning and growing--for the kids and US! 

I believe the reason that many homeschooling moms get frustrated, then get burned out and quit, is 

because they don’t have these priorities in order.  When you try to teach academics before you have 

laid the foundation of faith and character, you are going to struggle with kids who don’t have a 

strong desire to please God or who aren’t obedient or attentive.  That makes it pretty hard to do 

much academic teaching. 

God’s way is the best way!  Faith first, character second, THEN academics! 
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TIP 52 

Keep your marriage a priority. 
By Donna 

Seven kids fourteen and under makes for an extremely busy household. Add homeschooling, a 

husband’s job that takes him away from home twelve or more hours a day, and other demands of life 

in the mix, and it is easier to just work on home and family—without giving much thought to the 

most important human relationship that you have: your marriage. 

One of the crucial concepts that our early mentors taught us was to always put our spouse first (after 

God). We continued to be taught at homeschool conventions, the aforementioned mentors, and 

other teachers many ways to keep “his cup filled up with love” (from the song of the same name by 

Steve and Annie Chapman). 

Here are a few of our secrets (!): 

1. Before we had built-in babysitters right in our family, we had at-home date nights in which we

put the kids to bed a couple of hours early with audios (keep those new Odyssey audios for

these nights!), and we had a movie date in the living room or a game and pizza date in the

dining room.

2. Most days when my husband got home from work, the two of us would either have “couch

time” in which we sat and talked for fifteen minutes or more, and the children were not

allowed to interrupt, or we took what we called “twalks” in which we would take a walk and

talk. If we had to, we would push babies, toddlers, or unruly preschoolers (that day) in a

stroller or wagon with us.

3. We used to have monthly dinner dates (and Aldi or Sam’s Club trips!) complete with reliable

babysitters. As our kids got older, and they were able to stay alone, we increased our dates to

weekly. When money was short, we shared a meal or just went for dessert. Either way, we

got out alone, just the two of us, as often as possible.
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TIP 53 

Have a routine/schedule that works for YOU. 
By Kathie 

Kids function much better when they have a routine to guide their days, or what I like to call “a rut to 

run in.”  Having a regular daily routine will do a lot to prevent bad attitudes and complaining.  Your 

kids know what each day holds, and once they get used to it, they find comfort in knowing what to 

expect. 

My kids really didn’t like it when I switched things up on them without notice because we had found 

a routine that worked for us, and they were comfortable with it.  They were able to get up and do 

what they were supposed to do, then do the next thing. 

The KEY is finding the routine that works for you.  Over the years of having eight kids, at various ages 

and different grades in school, our routine has had to be adjusted each year.  Usually we adjusted it a 

few times at the beginning of the year till we found what worked best for us. 

Maybe you wonder why I have chosen a routine versus a schedule.  To me they are very similar, but 

we found that a routine worked a little bit better for us than a schedule with strict time frames.  The 

routine is the same each day, but unlike a schedule with time frames, if we decide or need to spend 

more time than usual on a subject, it doesn’t throw everything off.  We still follow the same 

procedures, but don’t worry about the time. 

For example, after breakfast we had Bible reading and memory, then a character lesson.  After that 

there was about a three hour chunk of time for academics, then lunch.  By following this routine, we 

accomplished what was MOST important first thing in the day.  That way we were able to focus on 

the priorities and not let them get pushed aside if things came up later in the day and interrupted the 

normal flow of things. 
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TIP 54 

Find each child’s niche. 
By Donna 

When a homeschooling family has several children, it can be difficult to find time for each child in all 

areas—educationally, heart-training wise, and life-planning wise.  

Even when all needs are expressed, we often feel that we do not have the time to meet all of them. 

Oftentimes, we have found ourselves really needing to press in, to make the time, to put forth the 

extra effort to help our kids navigate this world—especially in the areas of relationships and life 

purposes. 

We certainly do not recommend putting our children in every activity that comes along in an effort to 

find areas of interest (especially in elementary children, whose “interests” change almost 

seasonally!), there is a lot of merit in we as parents helping our teens and young adults find their 

niches. 

When a teen flounders and feels that he or she is not gifted in anything or is without special talents, 

it can really take a toll on how that child views his future. This happened with us with our third child, 

a daughter, when she was about thirteen. Her two older siblings were extremely gifted intellectually 

and were also national-level speech and debate competitors for a few years. Cami was (and is) 

anything but average, but without her own niches, she viewed herself as such. 

When Ray and I saw this happening, we set out to help Cami see how incredibly talented she was—

and to help her find areas in which God could use her. To make a long story short, in just three short 

years, she went from “no talent, not as smart as Joshua and Kayla” to teaching sign language, playing 

piano in many settings, tutoring young children in writing, and starting a disability ministry (while still 

in high school) that is still in effect today—and that is the largest disability ministry in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana, run by her and her husband. She definitely found her niches! 
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TIP 55 

Teach your kids how to find answers and learn. 
By Kathie 

Our goal in homeschooling should not just be TEACHING our kids but rather teaching them how to 

learn and how to find answers.  When they are young and first learning to read and do math, they 

will require our help with almost everything.  Gradually though, we should start teaching them to do 

more and more on their own.  You should NOT still be spoon feeding them by the time they are in 

fourth grade or higher.  They need to be taught how to learn and how to find answers to things they 

don’t know.   

For example, when one of your kids is working on a lesson and doesn’t know what a word means – 

you can tell him what it means, or you can teach him how to use the dictionary.  That way he can 

then look up any word at any time, rather than coming to you.   

If one is struggling to find an answer to a question in one of his books, teach him how to use the 

index to go and find the information he is looking for.   

At some point, teach students how to use the internet to find answers and learn more about things 

they are interested in.  This is the most prevalent way of getting information and knowledge today, 

and our kids need to be skilled at using it. Encourage them to research something they have an 

interest in and pursue learning more about it. 

If you think about it, when you go to the doctor with something unusual going on, he goes in his 

office and looks in his books, or goes online to find the information that he needs.  Our kids will not 

be able to remember everything they learn, but if they know how to FIND answers, and learn from 

information that is available, they will teach themselves whatever they want or need to know.    

Some kids will be lazy if you allow them to be, and they will only find answers that they HAVE to.  

They will ask you questions often, and try to get you to "do the work" to find the answer. Know your 

kids, and if they are really struggling, be willing to work with them and show them how to find those 

answers.   But keep in mind that the ultimate goal is to teach them how to learn and find answers 

to their questions on their own. 
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TIP 56 

Have one-on-one time with each child. 
By Donna 

When we had our first children, we were blessed to be mentored by some amazing parents who had 

pre-teens who had advised us to spend a lot of one-on-one time with our first two kids—a boy 

followed three years later by a girl.  

This couple emphasized that if we could disciple and love these two children into the kingdom, the 

trickle-down effect to our younger children would be fantastic. We took them at their word and put 

our hearts and souls into raising our first two children, including a lot of time with just Mom and child 

and/or Dad and child. Whether it was Ray playing basketball with Joshua in the driveway or me 

having long walks with Joshua when the littles were napping, we invested in these two kids 

enormously. 

And guess what? Our mentors were right. These investments have paid off in close relationships, 

heart training, amazing influences of our olders on our youngers, and more. 

But one thing that we didn’t figure in was the influence that simply being with a child one-on-one 

would have, regardless of the child’s birth order. 

We came to realize that while we would never have the kind of time to give to each child individually 

like we did with Joshua and Kayla, any alone time that we could spend with one of our children was 

like money in the bank.  

We had many systems in place to ensure that we spent time individually with our kids: 

1. “Whoever has their shoes on gets to go with Mom or Dad.” This somewhat amusing scenario

ensured that if Mom or Dad ran an errand, teaching time was part of it.

2. Wonderful Wednesdays (or Terrific Tuesdays)—a different child each week got the afternoon

with Mom.

3. Birthday breakfasts with Dad, half birthdays out with Mom and Dad alone, and other date

nights.

4. Extra long talks with one child in our room at night after everybody else went to bed.
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TIP 57 

Keep your passion and vision alive. 
By Kathie 

Whatever your reasons for choosing home education, you chose that with a vision for your children 

and their future. Do you remember that vision that you started with and the passion you had when 

you first started homeschooling?  If you haven’t already done so, take time to write down your vision 

for your family’s homeschool.  What is it you hope you accomplish, where do you want your kids to 

be when they graduate, and how will you get them there?  Having that vision will keep you 

encouraged and on track. 

Of course, the first thing to do when considering your vision is to seek God and His wisdom.  Ask HIM 

what He wants you to accomplish as you teach and train your kids to prepare them for His service. 

Along with vision, you need passion. Having passion about that vision will keep you going even when 

things get difficult. You will go through times of discouragement and challenging times throughout 

your years of homeschooling.  At those times you may lose some of your passion.  However, when 

you have a vision for raising your kids to love and serve the Lord, it will motivate you to keep going.  

Though your passion may wane at times, that vision will help restore your passion once again. 

When you are tempted to quit, remember your purpose.  Why did you choose to homeschool? 

Remember when you were excited about those reasons and couldn’t wait to start?  You had purpose 

and goals, or VISION to guide your days and plans.   

How do you revive the passion?  Go back to those resources that got you excited in the first place. 

Read some of those books you have about homeschooling, or listen to CDs that have or will 

encourage you and get you excited once again.  Just as people in the work force take occasional on 

the job classes to improve their work, we should always be learning and getting encouragement.  Be 

willing to work to keep that passion and vision alive! 
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TIP 58 

Incorporate “littles” into your daily schedule. 
By Donna 

One of the things that we never wanted to do was run a school in our home while pushing the little 

ones out of the way so that we could do the important things each day.  

So from the beginning, when a new baby came into the family, we began incorporating that little one 

into our day. The first day he was home from the hospital, that bundle of sweetness was up on the 

table in his “pumpkin seat” during morning family devotions. During story time, he was nursing in 

Mama’s arms, learning to listen to great and inspiring stories. That evening he was being held by 

brother or sister as we sang worship songs in the living room after dinner. 

Our “biggies” (the older kids) each had daily checklists that included interacting with at least one of 

the “littles.” Their lists each day might include any of the following: Read a story to Jonathan; Play 

stack ‘em cups with Josiah; Make “play-dough” for the boys; Choose an activity off of the “One 

Hundred Fun Things to Do With Baby Josiah” and do it with one of the boys. 

As our preschoolers grew up, they sat on the floor with their Legos or Polly Pockets and listened to 

unit studies (as long as they were quiet). They joined us for a two-hour story time as soon as they 

were ready to lie quietly beside Mommy and join in (actually for part of it at first, then longer and 

longer). During art, the littles had their own butcher paper and supplies. When I needed intensive 

teaching time, the littles had a one hour room time where they played with some things from the 

“room time cupboard” that they didn’t get to play with any other time.  
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TIP 59 

Get help or use outside teachers as needed. 
By Kathie 

One of the biggest fears of new homeschool moms is that they won’t be able to teach some of the 

more difficult subjects.  They fear that their child will suffer academically because of their lack of 

ability or knowledge in some areas.   

There are two things to consider about this concern. 

1. Many homeschooling moms learn right along with their kids!  I was a good student and got almost

all A’s in school, but I couldn’t begin to tell you most of the things I learned!  Teaching it to my kids

over the years was a fun refresher for me.  I often learned just as much as they did in some of our

history and science lessons.

2. Just because you have chosen to homeschool your kids, it doesn’t mean that you can’t use outside

help!

When my oldest daughter started learning algebra, I was absolutely no help to her.  She would get 

stuck and ask my help, then wait and wait while I tried unsuccessfully to figure out the problem.  It 

didn’t take long for me to realize that we needed help.  Our church has a Christian school, so I asked 

one of the ladies that taught there if she would help my daughter by tutoring her in algebra.  It 

worked out great because my daughter was able to get her work done, and I was no longer stressed 

every day. 

If you don’t have the option of a teacher to tutor your kids, consider swapping teaching with a friend 

who is strong in one of your weak areas.  For example, my friend taught my girls sewing while I 

taught her girls piano. This worked out well for both of us.  Homeschool co-ops are also a great 

option. 

There are always options for getting help when you are dealing with a difficult subject.  Don’t let it 

cause you worry!  Either do some research and learn with the kids, or get outside help when needed. 
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TIP 60 

Incorporate chore sessions into your daily schedule. 
By Donna 

 

Through the years, we have used many different chore routines and schedules, but the one that 

made us successful on a daily basis for the past fifteen or more years was the thrice-daily schedule.  

First, some general concepts: (1) Each session was twenty to thirty minutes in length (varied through 

the years); (2) The importance of the jobs decreased as the day went on (first session had most 

important tasks); this way if we didn’t get to all three sessions, we had the most important things 

done each day; (3) Everybody worked together at the same time—so that at the end of the session, 

all of the jobs were done, and we were ready to move on with the school schedule; (4) Chore 

sessions began AFTER everybody had their own messes/bedrooms cleaned up.  

Here is the breakdown that I have loved and that freed my husband and I up to teach, train, reach 

hearts, and homeschool well: 

1. Session I: before breakfast 

Had all of the most important “daily” tasks in it: one load of laundry, unload dishes from night 

before, trash from every room, bathrooms wiped down, something thawing/in crock pot for 

dinner; breakfast table set, breakfast made. (We usually all cleaned up breakfast together.) 

2. Session II: before lunch 

Had the “next most important ‘daily tasks’” in it and some extra things as the kids got older 

and could handle more: another load of laundry; a task or two for dinner preps (peel 

potatoes; make a salad, etc.); weekly cleaning of one bathroom; lunch table set; lunch made; 

another weekly job. (Dishwasher was loaded and run after lunch.) 

3. Session III: before dinner 

Had the “dream” tasks in it—things we seldom got to, but when we were all home together 

for the whole day, Session III was amazing: unload dishes; set dinner table; help Mom with 

dinner (until they got older and did dinner themselves); third load of laundry if needed; third 

load of trash if needed; other weekly jobs. 

 

http://www.thecharactercorner.com/
http://characterinkblog.com/


www.thecharactercorner.com                                             ©Kathie Morrissey & Donna Reish www.characterinkblog.com 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH – Kathie Morrissey 

Kathie Morrissey is the mother of eight children, wife to Alan for thirty-five years, and a committed 

homeschooling mom of thirty years.  She is the founder of The Character Corner, where she loves to 

blog about parenting, family life, homeschooling, and life in general. Kathie is a popular speaker at 

homeschool conventions and support groups, family seminars, and ladies retreats. Her heart’s desire 

is to help and encourage parents to be purposeful in raising Godly children with strong Christian 

character who walk in purity, and have a heart for God.  Seven of Kathie’s children have graduated 

from their homeschool, and she continues to teach the youngest one, who is now beginning his 

senior year.  

For great parenting resources visit us at:  www.thecharactercorner.com 

You will find many practical posts on Kathie's blog:  www.thecharactercorner.com/blog 

You can also connect with Kathie in the following places: 

www.facebook.com/TheCharacterCorner 

www.pinterest.com/KathieMorrissey/ 

https://twitter.com/kmorris895 

If you'd like to know when she is running a sale, or has a new product to tell you about, you can 

subscribe to her mailing list:  http://eepurl.com/ErVS9 

(We won't give anyone else your email, and Kathie only sends emails out once a week at the most.) 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH – Donna Reish 

Donna Reish is the homeschooling mother of seven children, ages sixteen to thirty-one. She has 

written nearly fifty curriculum books for two publishers over the past fifteen years, including, among 

others, "Character Quality Language Arts,” Meaningful Composition,” and “Really Writing” series.  

She and her husband own a homeschooling publishing company and cottage class provider, 

Character Ink; Christian parenting ministry/seminar, "Raising Kids With Character"; and "Character 

Ink” and “Raising Kids With Character” blogs. Additionally, the couple has written a homeschooling 

book titled, "The Well-Trained Heart."  

They have graduated six students who are involved in occupations, ministries, and marriages that 

exemplify the relational, character-based parenting and homeschooling approach that they were 

raised with. Donna and her family live in Fort Wayne, Indiana where Donna continues to educate her 

seventh and final homeschooled student, teaches one hundred plus students every year in "cottage 

classes" to test her books, writes fiction and teaching materials with her oldest son, blogs about 

parenting and language arts, and spends tons of time with all seven of her kids and her husband. 

Donna can be found several places! Sign up to receive email notifications about blog posts here: 

http://characterinkblog.com. Contact her to set up a seminar, book convention speakers, or learn 

more about her materials:  

Character Ink blog: http://characterinkblog.com/ 

Character Ink FB page: https://www.facebook.com/characterinkcompany 

Language Lady blog: http://languagelady365.blogspot.com/ 

Language Lady FB page: https://www.facebook.com/languagelady365?ref_type=bookmark 

Raising Kids With Character blog: http://raising-kids-with-character.blogspot.com/ 

Raising Kids With Character (formerly Positive Parenting) FB page: 

https://www.facebook.com/charactertrainingfromtheheart 

Email Character Ink: characterink@gmail.com 

Email Donna: characterinklady@gmail.com 

Phone: 260-450-7063 
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